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Summary 
I applied for a grant from the Professional Gardeners´Trust (PGT) on 05 February 2014 in order 

to pursue a qualification in the use of chainsaw. I used the money granted to pay for a City and 

Guilds Level 2 award in Chainsaw Maintenance and Crosscutting and the felling of trees up 

to380mm. I received my award following an all-day assessment by NPTC assessor Mr J. Beeley 

on 27 March 2014. I am extremely grateful to the PGT without whose help I would not have 

been able to pursue this qualification. 

Course Details 
The course took place over 5 days (Monday 17 march 2014- Friday 21 March 2014) with a one 

day assessment the following week on 27 march 2014. 

Qualifications – City and Guilds Level 2 Award in Chainsaw Maintenance and Crosscutting 

(002003 CS30) and the Felling of Trees up to 380mm (002004 CS31) 

Dates – Monday 17 March 2014 – Friday 21 March 2014  

Trainer – Phil Smith (City & Guilds Level 3 Trainer/Assessor, Lantra Approved Trainer) 

Venue –Carsington Water Visitors Centre, Carsington Water, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1ST 
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 CHAINSAW MAINTENANCE  AND CROSS-CUTTING  

The course covered the following topics and was conducted using show and practice 

methodology which was very useful in understanding and the concepts and carrying out the 

tasks: 

 Identify the hazards and risks associated with the working area and the proposed work  

 Key health and safety legislation and industry good practice  

 Function and maintenance requirements of individual components  

 Maintain cutting system in accordance with operators handbook using appropriate to  

 Reassemble chainsaw and cutting system to functional/operational standard  

 Inspect timber to identify tension and compression  

 Cross-cut timber to length using a chainsaw in accordance with the job specification  

 boring cuts to initiate either tension or compression cuts  

 Ergonomic working methods  
o Safely move timber  

o By hand  
o With the use of aid tools  
o Mechanical assistance  

 

FELLING AND PROCESSING TREES UP TO  

380m 
The following topics were covered: 

 Hazards and risks associated with the working area  

 Emergency planning and procedures relevant to the working area  

 Legal and environmental factors for felling  

 Recognise when a tree is difficult to fell  

 Disease and decay in trees and modify felling methods accordingly  

 Techniques for trees up to 200mm for:  

o Upright trees  
o Backward leaning trees  
o Trees heavily leaning/weighted in the intended felling direction  

 Fell trees using recognised felling methods and felling aids  

 Take down methods for trees using winches, other manual and mechanical means  

 Appropriate actions to take if a tree cannot be taken down  

 Danger areas are in relation to the trees being taken down  

 Risks to consider when removing branches  

 Tension and compression in branches  

 Snedding/de-limbing of trees  

 Cross-cut pole length timber in accordance with the site specification  

 Stack produce for subsequent operations  
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Some Useful techniques 
Phil our trainer is an experienced arborist and was able to show us some interesting and very 

useful techniques for taking down trees in different situations. One method learned was the 

Safe Corner Method described below. 

 

Trainer Phil Smith with Eamon Collins 
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Example of Safe Corner Method 

Safe Corner Method: 

This method is used for trees which are slightly forward or back leaning. A pie sized piece of 

unsawn wood is saved before the tree is felled. The advantage of this method is that the hinge 

can be clearly cut and seen before the tree is felled. 

Conclusion 
The PGT grant has been an invaluable help in progressing myself as a gardener. A certificate in 

chainsaw maintenance, crosscutting and felling has benefited me in terms of being more 

versatile in my work. In fact in the first week after gaining my certificate I was able to help our 

arborists prepare a recently felled Beech for sculpture work by a local artist. I have also assisted 

in the felling of a group of Laurel trees on a student access pathway. It has also improved my 

employment and promotion prospects for the future with employers’ recognition within salary 

bands for each relevant professional qualification.  

I was aware that the trustees were reluctant to make awards for chainsaw training because of 

concerns around safety and regular use. I was therefore determined to complete the training 

successfully and thank the Trust for their confidence in me. I was glad to be offered to 

opportunity to put forward further motivation where I explained that my work at the University 

of Nottingham was not exclusive to gardening but involved aspects of estate and arboriculture 

work. 

Many thanks to all those involved at the PGT and to Helen Seal for her guidance through the 

application process and in the provision of this excellent scheme. 
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Example of ergonomic stacking by trainer Phil and trainee Adam 

 

 

Example of a split level cut 

Split Level Cut method 

This method is used for small trees which are leaning the wrong way. This is done by cutting out 

a small section of the felling cut and placing the felling bar in the kerf. We then saw the rest of 

the felling cut using a slightly diagonal cut with the point of the saw just passing under the 

felling lever. 


