
Report for PA1&PA6A spraying course 

Eva Glendinning, currently doing a 1 year HBGTP placement at Chatsworth Gardens in Derbyshire. 

Before becoming a gardening trainee in September 2015, I have held various administrative roles and 

often worked in the hospitality sector but I also spent three and a half years doing part-time garden 

maintenance work. 

I received £300 from the Royal Botanic Gardens of Manchester and the Northern Counties Trust, to 

attend a PA1 & PA6 course held at Chatsworth House over two days the 3
rd

, 4
th
 August 2016 with the 

PA6 test on 10/08/16. The training provider was DART Ltd. and the total cost of the course was £395. 

Our first day of training was mainly classroom based. We learnt what a pesticide was, which includes 

herbicides, fungicides, plant growth hormones and wood preservatives amongst others which I would 

not have classed as a pesticide, but for which you need the PA1&PA6 certificate to use in the 

workplace. We worked through a booklet on PA1, learning about legislation connected with the use of 

pesticides, including PPPR, FEPA, PUWER, COSHH and various legislative Acts. We went through 

all these codes, acts and regulations, which I found quite demanding. Even though the training 

delivery was excellent, I find being in a warm room, trying to take in a mass of red tape, health and 

safety, and risk assessment information really hard work. I was waning by the end of the day, and 

looking forward to getting some fresh air, to waken me up a bit. I think the booklet will be a very 

useful resource in the future though, and I’m glad we went through it, highlighting the most important 

points. While going through the 10 golden rules of the Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) 

Regulations 2012, I found it encouraging how much it leans towards protecting the environment and 

minimising the use of Pesticides as much as possible. Anyone with a PA1 Cerficate, will know the 

best methods (like using IPM systems, complying with environmental risk assesments, and COSHH) 

for protecting people, animals and the environment at all times, minimising waste and calculating the 

safest and lowest dose of pesticide possible to do the job (through correct calibration).  

The morning of day two was also spent on theory. This time PA6 theory, which is all about the 

process of spraying - doing an environmental risk assessment on the site before choosing which 

pesticide to use, how to calibrate the amount of pesticide and water to put into a knapsack to correctly 

dose a defined target area. Also, which nozzle to use, where to find all the information needed for the 

calibrations (the product label), how to do pre-start checks on the knapsack sprayer, both dry and wet, 

how to conduct a complete coverage spray (walking at a consistent pace, keeping the pressure 

constant and the height of the sprayer at a constant to keep your swath width the same). We learnt 

what to do after spraying – how to dispose of any excess in the knapsack tank, how to clean it and 

yourself, and how to store all the equipment, chemicals and PPE. We then got kitted up in our PPE, 

putting on our newly acquired Type 4 overalls and Nitrile gloves, and did a practical exercise, going 

through all of the points. We did dry and wet checks of the knapsack sprayer first of all, then worked 

out what our swath width was, our walking speed and flow rate of spraying.  

  Me, practising keeping the swath width constant. 



We used these measurements to calibrate (calculate) how much pesticide, (which in our case would 

normally be glyphosate or grazon for amenity horticulture use) to use with how much water to cover a 

100𝑚2 area. We filled our knapsack sprayer up with our individual mixes – In my case 1.65 Ltr of 

water, with 40ml of pesticide. We used water instead of pesticide for both the practice and the actual 

test. 

After calibrating, pouring the mix into the spray tank, wearing correct PPE. 

We then walked down to a grassy knoll by Chatsworth House where we measured out our target area, 

positioned canes at 1m intervals along two ends, to mark the end of a spraying row, where we should 

be aiming for. We sprayed up one row, and down the next, removing canes as we went, so that we’d 

know where we’d been, until we reached the last cane. This is how you would ensure you get good 

overall coverage of a target area. We discussed how we would change the nozzle type, recalibrate, and 

use timed bursts of spray for spot spraying areas, but we didn’t practice this technique.  

 Me, pulling out the second cane in this row.  

I enjoyed this part the most, because even though I don’t like dressing up like a ghostbuster, at least 

we were outside moving about.  

This qualification will be a very useful one to add to my CV, as most jobs I have looked at applying 

for list PA1&PA6 as a requirement. As I am coming to the end of my training now, and applying for 

jobs, I think this has greatly improved my chances of getting through to the next stage in the 

application process. So I’m very glad I have done the course and passed the tests. I would also be 



interested in becoming certified for PA6MC (for ‘Operating other Hand Held Applicators Requiring 

Minimal Calibration’) and possibly PA6AW (for spraying near water) in the future.  

 

I have never used pesticides or herbicides in my garden or allotment as I prefer to use cultural 

controls, such as weeding and throwing slugs over the wall, but having done the course, I wouldn’t 

have a problem spraying in the workplace, although I expect I will carry on weeding at home as I 

enjoy it. I’m relieved to find out there are so many safety checks to go through each time you spray, 

such as environmental risk assessments, correct calibration to prevent over or under dosing an area, 

using the correct chemical with the right equipment, and buffer zones to prevent drift and harming 

surrounding insects, wildlife and plants. I wouldn’t have a problem with using chemicals to remove 

invasive species such as Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam, Rhododendron etc. which might be 

out-competing rare, protected plant species, and destroying their habitat, although you would need 

further certification for this. I expect, what I will actually be using this qualification for in the future 

will more likely be to apply lawn care products, sprays against Rose spot and greenfly, and maybe a 

bit of glyphosate or grazon for docks and bindweed.  

 


