
Kirton King , Milton Keynes,  

I applied to the Professional Gardeners Trust for an award from the Lironi fund to undertake, City and 

Guilds PA1 Foundation Unit – NPTC level 2 Award – Safe Use of Pesticides and City and Guilds PA6 

NPTC level 2 award – Hand Held Applicators. 

I found the award application process to be thorough but not difficult for me to deal with.  I was 

grateful for this.  Responses to my queries or actions were prompt and efficient.  So a big thank you 

for that.   

Thanks to the Professional Gardeners Trust I was able to undertake the course detailed above and I 

am pleased to report that I passed the written test scoring 87.5% and passed the practical 

assessment with flying colours.  I really enjoyed the course, I was very nervous about the test and 

assessment.  I took the time to revise the information and thank goodness some of it stuck.  I really 

did not want to let you all down at the Professional Gardeners Trust.   Passing the course/s made me 

feel estatic and the sense of achievement is massive.   

Being able to have a go at these course/s and passing them has already had a positive impact on my 

life.  I passed the course/s on Tuesday 30
th
 September, on Wednesday 1

st
 October I spotted a job 

which required the PA1/PA6 and I was able to apply for it.  The job is offering better money, the 

possibility of more training and it is local. Hopefully this is a real chance to broaden my career 

prospects.  My wife and I are partway through completing the application form.  I will let you know if 

the outcome is positive.  

After suffering the brain haemorrhage along with its residual effects, my confidence was very low 

when it came to dealing with learning new things.  Over the years my confidence has grown very 

slowly as I found out that I could learn new things. Passing this course has given a huge boost to my 

confidence, this whole experience has made me more aware of what I am capable of, I feel like I 

could undertake and pass all the courses in the world!    

When you suffer a life changing event as I have, your world becomes very small and restricted.  The 

PA1 and PA6 courses might as well have been on the moon as I did not have the means to access 

them.  I really wanted to thank you all at the Professional Gardeners Trust for the encouragement, 

support and opportunity to do the courses.  The help you have provided has made a difference.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


