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I’ve heard it said that there are two types of gardener, those who are born 
into it, and those who fall into it.  I, definitely, fit into the latter of these two 
categories.  In 2006, I took a job in a plant nursery, aged 27.  Not knowing as I did, at 
that time, a Geranium from a Pelargonium, I was assigned to the potting shed and 
came home each day looking like I had just emerged from a coal mine.  Occasionally, 
I was gifted a trolley to collect an assortment of bedding from the rows of perfect 
specimens laid out in the brimming polytunnels.  As the season progressed and the 
seasonal staff dispersed, I began working in peoples gardens keeping the weeds in 
check and the hedges trimmed.  Before long, I had a host of customers and a pile of 
books with which to learn the ropes.  I can safely say, I have never looked back. 
 
More than seven years on, having run my own business on the acid soils of the 
Exmoor coast, the rugged Brecon Beacons and the luxurious loam of the 
Herefordshire hills, I feel I have come a long way.  Vans, chainsaws, hedge cutters, 
strimmers…  RHS 2 and 3 theory certificates ticked off along the way via home 
study, I’m now angling for a change, a challenge and an immersion in a college 
environment to learn, grow and develop, like the plants I tend.  A generous grant 
from the Professional Gardeners Trust has made further professional horticultural 
training a possibility.   
 
      Ashburton, Devon, 30 Aug, 2013 
 
 
 
A year spent attending classes one day a week alongside my regular gardening work 
has seen an uplift in my confidence as a gardener, an unfurling of understanding as 
to the many aspects of horticulture, a deepening of knowledge about the specific 
practices involved in growing and cultivating plants, and a blossoming of interest 
and enthusiasm for the subject as a whole. 
 
Training is a necessary means of shaping progress.  Established methods for any 
craft can only be passed on by being shown and guided, using the appropriate time 
honoured practices.  Trial and error will likely result in development of an unwieldy 
form, at risk of poor health and reduced productivity.  Training is essential to 
establish a form that will lead to good fruiting and long term health.   
 
Attending RHS level 2 and 3 Practical Horticulture courses with B.E.S.T in 
Horticulture at North Moreton has, for me been to take an invaluable step forward in 
my career.  Immaculately provisioned, flawlessly run, and in an inspiring real world 
garden setting, these courses have introduced me to a range of new activities as well 
as reinforcing others that I have previous experience of.  Most importantly, however, 
they have motivated me to learn, and want to continue learning about the fascinating 
world of plants.   
 
Particular areas of my gardening practice that I had previously felt needed attention 
have been tended to – seed sowing, the taking of cuttings and cultivation of veg.  
These and the other elements of the course have been meticulously covered and 



engaged with.  Being able to become more professionally involved with propagation 
and increasing my understanding and engagement with garden design, pruning and 
planting has, I feel, given me a more rounded skill base.   
 
I have found new employment opportunities as a direct result of the skills and 
confidence gained through doing RHS level 2 and 3 Practical certificates with B.E.S.T 
in Horticulture.  I would have found it very difficult to undertake this course of 
training without the financial support offered to me by The Professional Gardeners 
Trust.   
 

     
    Veg plot- Nov 2013        Veg plot- Mar 2014          Veg plot- June 2014 
 

   
    Hardwood cuttings             Hard at it….             Seedlings raised at home 
 
Many thanks 
 
Steve Haynes 
Stroud, Gloucestershire, 20 June 2014 


