PGG seminar weekend
Carly Green

On the weekend of the'6to 9" October | attended a seminar held for students of the Professional
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seminar when the president ahe PGG John Humphris visited the trainees that were working
alongside me at the National Botanic Garden of Wadesll had been envious of the trainees when
they mentioned a weekend of meeting up tvibther young horticulturists rad being able to get
advice on all things related to working in the horticulturelustry lapproachedlohn to ask if | could

tag along with them on their next annuaimeet up | am currently an apprentice at NBGW in
Carmarthenshireand | function as part of the staff 4 days aekeworking on rotation around the
indoor glasshouse teams and outdoor ornamentals teams. | came to the apprenticeship with no
prior experience of the horticultural industry, straight from a zoology degree at Swansea University
and during my apprenticeshiphavefound a passion for horticulture and for working metindustry

itself, however as | had not previously worked in any other gardens before and | was not part of a
larger scheme that extended outside of my garden | wanted to be able to meet othdests, make
friends and get advice about the realities of working in the industry.

Thursday

| was able to catch a lift with our current PGG trainee that | worked withealNational Botanic

Garden of WalesBob Burstonand we made the journey down ©@unford House itMidhurst,

Sussex. After unpacking and a quick cup of tea where we all introduced ourselves, there was a group
information session regarding PGG reports. Although this was not applicable to me, it gave me a

good insight into report writingdr horticulture and was followed with an introductory information

session regarding funding and bursaries for trips. A tradition of the seminar weekends is the

individual presentations, where each student gives a sheftndinute talk about a plant thasi

important to the garden they are from. | enjoyed the talks, and came away with a number of plants |

had never heard of that | wanted to research such as the fatally toxic se@erbéra odollamthe
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presentations there were many species of ornamental trees that | had never heard of before like
Pterocarya fraxinifolia®luteaarboresces and Siadopitys verticillata
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The toxic seed o€erbera odollammistakenly sold to tourists as a Buddha PalmAmsterdam



Friday

The following day of the weekend was dedicated to garden tours. This was a unique opportunity, as

at each location we were guided around by the horticulturist or the owner. Arundel castle is a

restored 12" century castle and seat of the Duke of Norfolk. The surrounding gardens have been

enlarged and remodelled multiple times over the years, includingléed kitchen garden, a leao
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especially in the Ed@lgarden which is dedicated to the “L4arl of Arundel who was famed forghi

collections of art and sadpture. Thatgardenand the stumpenare very interesting and beautiful

examples of the designs ofulian and Isabel Bannerman, who also crededstumpery at

Highgrove lduse andhe gardens alfrematon Castle. The 2 f t S O (g&ddd iSthedd arénd

the play A Midsummer ight@ Dream, evoking the otherworldliness of the fairies with whimsical

greenoak carved grottoes, a mixture of traditional and sdropical plants and a floatingawn at

its centre. his garden waseryinterestingto me as maiy of the plants such &schium pininanare

grown atmy place of worlnside the Great Glasshouse, emulatingithmative Canary Island habitat;

however at Arundel these were used autdoor ornamental plant® great effect. | have also
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was very inspiring to see how a pair of sougfter garden designers had channelled that story using

their unique planting satmes.
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The Stumpery at Arundetontaining large amounts of Echiums and Euphorbias, described by |zzyTaskéen
landscape* another of my literaryfavourites!

We were shown around Arundel by tikgtchen Garden team leader Izagd she was very helpfurd

explaining to us the organic principles that the edibles are grown with. There were a number of
methods such as using Epsom salts to alleviate rose black spot, granite dust as a soil improver and
forcing spring bulbs so that they flower sooner and canrémoved in time to sow a wildflower
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there were a number that | had never heard of. I1zzy was also keen to show us her favourite tree on



site, an old cork oakhat was vey impressive and gnarled. Therk oak, Quercus suberis a
renewable resource that can be harvested by hand without killing the tree; however the cork

industry and cork groves are declining due to the current switch to screw top wine botitks a
plastic corks.
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Me in my yellow rain jacket, furiously googling other Bannermdasignsm the Collector Earl's garden
Photograph courtesy of Elinor Davies



After lunch, we were shown around the private gardens of Petworth house by the head gardener
Jonathon Arnold and Lady Egremont. The public part of the garden is a classic Capability Brown
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building to act as a focal point and soft, undulating hillsth&t National Botanic Garden of Wales

and on placements at Liwynywermod | hagoyed pruning top fruit treeand so | loved seeing the

fabulous orchard at Petworth that contained a large number of different apple cultivars (including

the Egremont Russet), iblished quinces and cherries. The head gardener also explained to us how

the garden team have recently switched to a-gig method in the kitchen garden in order to

maintain the gardens with fewer staff that it was intended to have, a problem that idlifanall

across horticulture.

Fireworks in the perennial borders with mature hedges at Petworth House

In the evening we sat down to an experts' panel with Neil Helyer from Fargro distribution, Lee Hunt
from RHS advice and Jonathon Arnold from Petwbihse, with contributions from the PGG and
HBGTP supervisors. This was very informative and relevant, covering everything from how to
compromise with the marketing team and highlight the additional work needed to clean up after big
garden eventsto the role of unions and campaigns to improve the image of careers in horticulture,
to how to sterilise the ground with an engine steam cleaner. The panel covered many novel methods
of pest control that | was later asked by my supervisddBGWo type up as thg could be useful in
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your sprayer with and how to dispose of rough grass cuttings that cannot be compaditéskues

that | would never come across at N®Gnd that broadened my overall horticulture knowledge and
experience. Br my questionto the pane) | asked about pst control in ourtropical butterfly house

Plas Pilipalalt is a very new part of NBGW and still in its teething stages saritiwas helpful to

share information from other gardens that are more experienced suchWaslsor. We were
struggling with the dilemma of how to treat mgpant pests in the house suck amealy bug, scale and
spider mite without damaging our delicate residents.alme away with specific, useful product



recommendations and treatment advice such as mixing Semnad antifungal bacterium with
Maxicrop and SB invigorator to use as a pesticide, fungicide and feed that will not harm the
butterflies.

Saturday
There were a number of very interesting and useful workshops on Saturday, the first of wdsch
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that | almost applied for after | finished my degree! Durings tlesson | was introduced to floral

formulae, a useful botanical tool for identifying plants from the configuration of their flowers. David

Jewdl of Hillier Garden and Arboretum gave a masterclass of the most up to date method of tree
planting used at te arboretum to give shrubs and trees the best chance of establishment and
survival. It was very useful to get a focused, small group lecture on exactlptwefi KS 02 dzy i NB Q
leading arboreturs gives their trees and shrubs the best start in life. Thalfimorkshop of the day

was about plant records and although at my place of work we keep records using purpose built
software (lisBG), | feel like this will be useful in future should I find myself in a smaller garden
without good records, as one studenidd

Planting trees with David Jewkof Hillier Gardens and Arboretum

In the evening we were given a presentation byaldblm Phawah, which proved to be an
inspirationaltalk about how bursaries can be used to go on a trip of a lifetimdeaw Zealandand |

came away inspired tplanfor my own trip, perhaps to sethe Redwood foress in North America |

jotted down pagesf notes dout interesting plantd. @éver heard of befor¢ghostly, 600 year old

Agathis australikauri trees, the fringedPinusdevonianaand the aliesf 22 { Ay 3 5S@Af Qa |
Chiranthodendron pentadactyldmnd scribbled the names of a number oeN Zealand gardens
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