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I was awarded £500 from the Lironi Training Fund, held by the Perennial Organisation. This was to 

fund training [Course: NPTC, Crosscutting and Felling up to 380mm (CS30/31) (Cost: £858.53)] in 

basic chainsaw use, maintenance, crosscutting and felling. I undertook this training in Holmfirth, 

West Yorkshire at the TKF Training Centre, 09/01/17- 13/01/17 (Assessment: 17/01/17).  

(P1 Left: 11/01/17. In the plantation) (P2 Right: 13/01/17. After finishing my last day of felling after a 

very cold, wet and windy week).  

 My name is Michael. I am an Assistant Gardener at Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire – working for 

the National Trust. My role was created due to funding allocated to the ‘Revitalised’ project here at 

Clumber, which also funds works towards the rejuvenation of the Pleasure Ground (PG), where I am 

based. The PG team is currently catching up with the array of necessary works due to the historic 

neglect of the PG, which means as a gardener in 80 acre parkland - I have a very varied role!  

One of the objectives of the project is to restore former landscape sightlines, opening up and 

revealing the scenery in the traditional English picturesque style. This work will involve the use of 

chainsaws, although for various reasons it was not deemed essential for my role. While the prospect 

of this future project was the catalyst, my desire to attain this award is to help me achieve my career 

ambition of working in estates management (such as the estates gardens manager, Mr Martin 

Towsey for the Bedford Estates).  

Before working for the National Trust at Clumber, I was an unpaid intern at Woburn Abbey, 

Bedfordshire. I worked as a live-in gardener, and amongst other things had responsibility for the 

oldest structure in the gardens, the Chinese Dairy and Koi pond (1794-95). Two weeks prior to my 

start at the Abbey, I had just finished my BSc degree in Horticulture at Brackenhurst, and a part-time 

job as a private gardener alongside my studies (2 years).  



In a former life I worked for the Education Liaison Team in the NHS at St James Hospital, Leeds.   

 

P3: 10/01/17 – My first time felling, within a conifer plantation on a clay belt hillside. As it happened 

the wind had changed earlier and we had to fell against the prevailing wind. Entertaining! Walking in 

muddy clay and brash was also a good prompt for carrying the chainsaw safely.   

 

The training began on an incredibly wet and windy day in January. As the weather was extremely 

poor, my instructor (Dave Booth) offered us the option of staying in the classroom and workshop, in 

order to run through the Health and Safety legislation, regulations and basic maintenance. This was 

extremely useful, as the importance of using on-site risk assessments was thoroughly drilled into the 

group. As a result I’m planning a very stringent, pro-active approach to safety during future 

operations within the PG. This is especially important for Clumber, as we work with volunteers in 

areas traversed by members of the public.  

Tuesday was very windy (apprx 40mph+) winds on the site. After completing the last of our 

maintenance, we set off to begin crosscutting timber. We were instructed on how to make felling 

notch cuts, and had to make plunge cuts into the wood, bringing out a rectangular cross section of 

the tree on the bar of the chainsaw. This practice was very helpful and taught me about the 

potential dangers from kickback as a result of improper technique. We also were taught how to 

make the standard fell cut, to control the direction and fall of a standard lean tree. As well as these 

cuts, we were shown how to fell small diameter trees with the step cut and slash cut, depending on 

the type of fell desired.  

 



 

 P4: Alternative fell cuts were taught, such as the split level fell (above) which is used for back leaning 

trees, or when the saw may become trapped.  

 

P5 & P6: Keeping warm is a good motivation to fell. .  

  



Wednesday was a very hard day. I felled 8-10 trees during this day, and getting trees caught up, 

nipping, rolling and snedding is very tiring. However, I really welcomed the practice, as I made lots of 

mistakes, and resultantly learned more from my experience, and my instructor. I distinctly learnt the 

value of a proper hinge (with one tree I had left the hinge too thin, as I finished the dogs tooth cut 

the wind took it sideways). Again, this really emphasised the importance of maintaining safe working 

distances, avoiding danger zones and making each hinge the correct size for the tree. As my 

instructor said “It’s better to make your mistakes out here than at work”. To which I agree.  

The next few days were spent learning more alternative felling techniques, and getting lots more 

practice. The course itself was very well balanced, and had very knowledgeable forestry staff, whom 

had many years’ experience. (With special thanks to my course tutor, Dave).  

The lessons I have learned during this CS30/31 course have changed my approach to trees, tree care 

and felling. As a gardener, I am more knowledgeable and can make better decisions regarding the 

safe removal of trees and reduction of limbs of the trees within the Pleasure Ground. I am more 

beneficial to the team, and have greater options as a gardener in the Horticulture Industry. 

Once again, many thanks to the PGT Trustees, to the Lironi Training Fund and to Helen Seal for 

making this possible.  

 

 

  


