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I am a career changer and prior to my gardening career I spent eight years working for a number of 
different charities working in marketing and events. But I started to get twitchy feet and I had never 
really enjoyed working in an office environment. I had always enjoyed being outside and volunteering 
with conservation charities, this and a love of spending time on the allotment made me think about 
changing careers into horticulture.  

I started my gardening career at Knightshayes undertaking a year’s student placement in 2014 during 
which time I gained basic horticultural skills and knowledge working with the skilled gardening teams 
in the formal and kitchen gardens.  

After Knightshayes I had enough practical experience that I was able to gain an entry level role as 
Assistant Gardener at Basildon Park near Reading. I worked under the Head Gardener there in a 
small team which was great as I was able to have input early on in my career into the garden and help 
improve garden standards.  

I was keen to ensure I had a good grounding of theory to add to my practical experience so far. I 
completed the first part of my RHS level 2 through distance learning, but I found although I really 
enjoyed the subject matter I missed not being able to have a lecturer to ask questions or give 
examples based on their experience. As well as learning through your own experience, I also value 
learning from more experienced gardeners.  

The lecturer on the course was very experienced and the sessions were enjoyable, he followed the 
RHS syllabus but also drew on his own experience and made it relevant to real life working practices. 
The students on the course were also really keen gardeners either amateur gardeners looking for a 
professional qualification or professional gardeners looking for formal training. It was great to be able 
to share experiences. I can genuinely say that I have really enjoyed studying horticulture, I think what 
I love most about it is that there seemingly no end to learning within horticulture, there is always 
something new to learn. But now by completing my RHS Level 2 Certificate in the Principles of 
Horticulture I’ve got the base to continue to develop my horticultural knowledge and experience and 
my gardening career. 

Much of the course was about garden design and maintenance, and I was able to put into practice the 
theory during my role at Basildon Park. During my time on the course I designed a new rose bed to 
expand the existing collection in the rose garden. I found it really useful and exciting to be able to 
input my own design, working within a historical context at Basildon Park. With the right ground 
preparation and planting the roses were doing well and the selections I had made worked well 
together.  

This training has helped to improve my confidence as a gardener and I feel this helped to gain my 
recent new role as a Gardener at Montacute House in Somerset which I started in July. I am excited 
about continuing to help improve garden standards. I love being able to share my passion for 
horticulture with our both our garden volunteers and visitors. I have been lucky in my career so far to 
have been able to work within three beautiful historic gardens with passionate and experienced 
gardeners. I hope to continue to be able to develop as a gardener within my role at Montacute House 
and continue to help preserve the plant collections in the National Trust. 


