
 

 

Working in the Avenue at Dyrham Park 

Tim Jones – gardener Dyrham Park 

I work at Dyrham Park, a National Trust property near the village of Dyrham in South 
Gloucestershire, England.  I am currently a National Trust gardener and I have responsibility 
for five areas of the garden which are Sphynx Court, The Avenue, the West Terrace, 
Fountain Courtyard and the Greenhouse. The Garden is an area of 11 acres in a wider estate 
of parkland and woodland covering 283 acres in total.  

I Joined the Trust initially as a volunteer after finishing my earlier career as a manager of a 
delicatessen in Bristol. I had always enjoyed gardening and as a new house husband wanted 
to use my spare time developing this new knowledge and skill.  

Over many years I have completed many National Trust courses especially when 
undertaking site visits for developing my knowledge and skills. Recently I have developed 
further skills in hedge cutting and fruit tree pruning and training and now have opportunity 
to train staff and volunteers from within the property and from other Trust properties too. I 
am also involved in the lawn care maintenance programme at the property.  

The award from the Professional Gardeners Trust was for £475 and partially covered the 
cost of the RHS Level 2 in the Principles of Horticulture. The remainder of the course funding 
came from the National Trust and I paid for the assessment fees and travel costs myself.  I 
undertook my training at the University Bristol Botanic Garden between September 2016 
and June 2017.  

The course was classroom based and took place over 3 terms on a Thursday evening for 2.5 
hours each session. This suited my needs as I work full time and could complete the course 
in my own time and it helped to fill gaps in my horticultural knowledge. 



The RHS Level 2 Certificate consisted of two separate certificates, the RHS Level 2 Certificate 
in the Principles of Plant Growth, Propagation and Development and the RHS Level 2 
Certificate in the Principles of Garden Planning, Establishment and Maintenance.  

This theory based qualification consisted of eight units: 

1. Plant classification, structure, and function 
2. Plant nutrition and the root environment 
3. Maintaining plant health 
4. Understanding plant propagation 
5. Understanding garden features, plant selection and planning 
6. Understanding the choice, establishment and maintenance of garden plants and 

lawns 
7. Understanding the production of outdoor vegetables and fruit 
8. Understanding protected environments and their use in plant cultivation 

I found the plant structure and function very interesting because this was new information 
that I had not previously studied and this also applied to the production of vegetables. The 
module on understanding protected environments was particularly useful as I have 
responsibility for the Greenhouse at Dyrham Park and the unit on understanding garden 
features, plant selection and planning will be useful in the garden development that is 
planned over the next few years at Dyrham Park. 

Finally the course reinforced my knowledge of coping with pests and diseases particularly 
with the fruit trees on the estate. 

Examinations took place in February and June and four examinations were scheduled for 
each sitting.  

Not only did I find the content of the course educational and practical it has been very 
useful to have acquired this qualification as it is an essential qualification in order to 
progress in a career as a gardener within the National Trust. 

 


